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SAMOA. 

By  Consul  Mason   Mitchell,  Jane    10. 

German  Samoa  or  Western  Samoa,  as  it  is  called  since  September, 
1914,  when  British  occupation  took  place,  comprises  the  islands  of 
Savaii  and  Opolu  with  the  town  of  Apia  as  the  head  of  the  political 
and  commercial  life. 

The  islands  are  the  remains  of  a  semisubmerged  volcanic  range, 
heavih'  clothed  with  tropical  verdure  which  to  a  great  extent  pro- 
hibits agriculture  or  farming;  hence  the  principal  industries  are  the 
planting  of  coconuts,  cacao,  and  rubber. 

Value  of  Exports  to  United  States  Last  Year  a  Record. 

The  year  1917  was  the  record  for  shipments  to  the  United  States. 
They  amounted  in  value  to  $1,293,977,  being  an  increase  of  $615,952 
over  1916,  the  previous  high-record  year.  War  conditions  and  exclu- 
sion of  European  markets  were  the  reasons  of  the  increased  Ameri- 
can trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  and  their  value  from  Samoa 
to  the  United  States  for  the  years  1915,  1916,  and  1917 : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Cocoa  beans 

$6,407 

580,428 

159 

$674 

673,448 

192 

3,631 

$123,084 
1,158,385 

Kola  nuts 

$51 

Copra 

Pineapples,  tinned . 
Rubber '..'. 

$80 

Curios,  baskets, etc. 

11,279 

56,487 

5,058 
963 

Total 

Hides 

598, 518 

678,025 

1,293,977 

Kava 

i94 

Imports  to  Apia  by  Countries. 

The  monthly  steamer  from  Auckland  to  Apia  brings  commercial 
travelers  from  New  Zealand  and  Australia,  and  the  products  of  the 
houses  and  firms  they  represent  naturally  have  an  advantage.  The 
only  way  to  develop  American  trade  after  the  war  is  for  the  Oceanic 
or  other  lines  of  American  steamers  from  San  Francisco  to  make 
Apia  a  port  of  call. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  imports  into  Apia  for 
the  past  three  years  by  countries  of  origin : 


Countries. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Countries. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

United  States 

$193,730 

573,  784 

307, 784 

15,605 

2,336 

$181,565 

319,315 

366,974 

28,393 

1,917 

$523,868 

457,803 

423,424 

16,510 

569 

German  V 

$3,026 
8,815 
2,428 

$209 

15,435 

282 

China 

$1  742 

New  Zealand 

Japan 

1304 

United  Kingdom... 
France 

Total 

1,107,508 

914,090 

1,425,220 
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The  impoits  into  Apia  fioiii  thr  United  Stati-s  in  ll>17  showed  nn 
iiicivast'  of  $.'54'J,^i().'5  oxtT  llUti,  wliiK-  the  t(»tal  of  f^etu'ral  imports 
sliowed  an  iiicroftso  of  $r>ll.i;i()  over  tin-  1'i«_miivs  for  l".»l(i. 

Sovcnteoii  sailing  vessels  called  at  Apia  in  15M7  carrying  cargo 
from  or  to  America;  luit  the  nnnilier  for  I'.Us  will  likely  be  much 
smaller. 

Imports  of  Dress  Goods  and  Ready-Made  Clothing. 

The  foreign  coininerce  of  Samoa  consists  principally  of  exports  of 
natural  products  and  imports  of  manufactured  goods  and  tinned 
food  stuns.  The  most  important  nuinufact>n-ed  lines  of  imports  are 
dress  goods,  draperies,  and  ready-made  wearing  apparel,  such  as 
dungarees  and  white  cotton  suits,  all  grouiie<l  collectively  in  the  fol- 
lowing list;  in  the  Australian  and  New  Zealand  figures  are  many  of 
American  manufacture.  The  classification  of  foreign  im])orts  except 
dry  goods  are  not  available. 

The  table  below  gives  the  values  of  the  imports  of  wearing  ap- 
parel for  the  years  1916  and  1917; 


United  States 

Australia 

China 

Fiji  Islands... 
France 


1916 


tl8,165 

69,657 

3,489 

4,044 

482 


1917 


»84,002 

134.710 

1,051 

16,029 

165 


From— 


Japan 

New  Zealand 

United  Kingdom . 


Total. 


1916 


$28,953 
20,047 


144,837 


1917 


Sl,a51 
70,430 
10,457 


317,895 


Demand  for  American  Goods. 

Prior  to  the  war  the  importation  of  American  cotton  goods  was  in- 
significant, in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  United  States  produced  the 
raw  material  and  was  closer  to  this  market  than  Manchester  or  Hol- 
land. In  1915,  while  it  was  still  possible  to  get  goods  at  reasonable 
prices  from  P^ngland,  a  San  Francisco  firm  established  a  branch  in 
Apia  and  introduced  many  American  lines.  It  was  particularly  suc- 
cessful with  ginghams  and  zephyrs,  and  it  is  likely  that  if  some 
American  mill  could  be  induced  to  turn  out  designs  suitable  to  South 
Sea  requirements  this  trade  could  be  scoured  and  held.  Samples  and 
suggestions  can  be  supplied,  either  with  the  idea  of  obtaining  im- 
mediate supplies  or  of  preparing  for  the  market  when  conditions 
again  become  normal.  It  is  also  assured  that  the  lines  needed  here 
would  be  equally  suitable  for  the  trade  in  Guam  and  the  Philippines. 
Correspondence  on  this  matter  is  invited. 

American  hardware  and  tinned  salmon  command  the  market  in 
Samoa  though  frequently  credited  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
as  they  are  the  points  of  shipment.  The  import  trade  in  flour  and 
biscuits  is  monopolized  by  Australia ;  and  tinned  meats  to  a  large 
extent  by  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  California  wines  are  able  to 
hold  their  own  with  Australian  competition. 

Firearms  and  ammunition  are  mostly  American,  but  the  stringent 
laws  in  force  at  present  render  the  importation  difficult.  American 
boots  and  shoes  are  in  demand  and  have  jireference  over  other  makes. 

r'or  a  small  community  the  growth  of  motor  vehicles  has  been 
rapid  in  the  past  four  years,  and  with  few  exceptions  all  are  Ameri- 
can cars  oi'  trucks,  the  smaller  and  clu'aper  pleasure  cars  being  in 
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